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Oktoberfest Happy Hour 
 
 

    
 
Left photo: Some of the crew who worked the party: Heather Thomas, 
Winifred Mulligan, Trish Gomersall, Connie Lawn, and Miranda 
Thomas.  Right photo: Todd West, Kent Christian, and Kenton Drury 
debate the merits of their Oktoberfest headgear. 
 
About 70 neighbors converged on Chris Lyons’  and Colleen 
Coyle’s house on October 19 for a lively Oktoberfest-themed 
happy hour.  In addition to some fine beer, guests sampled 
traditional giant pretzels and German mustards from 
Heidelberg Bakery.  After a few brews, some of the guys even 
attempted traditional German drinking songs. 
 
Special thanks to event organizers Trish Gomersall and 
Warren Russell, as well as the crew who worked the event: 
Daphne Butas, Susan Drury, Janet King, Donna Pica, Joe 
Pisciotta, Heather Thomas, and Sam West.  

 
We want your input! 
  
As we come upon a new year, the Newcomers’  Club board 
wants to take a moment to find out what is on the minds of our 
members. To that end, we have designed a very brief online 
survey that will take you no more than five minutes to 
complete. We would like to know what annual and new events 
you are most interested in, your feedback on Newcomer 
activities, and how you will help the Newcomers’  Club in 
2008.  We encourage each Newcomers’  Club member to fill 
out the online survey.   
  
Just go to www.shrinkurl.us/NCSurvey08 to fill it out now.  
  
The survey will remain open until midnight January 13, 2008, 
at which time we will analyze the results and put them to 
work in making 2008 a stellar year for the Newcomers’  Club.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Event: Holiday Party 
 
This annual event is so popular that registration closed a few 
days after the announcement went out to club members!  For 
those of you who registered but can’ t find the e-mail, here are 
the details:   
 
When:    December 8, 6:30 p.m. 
Where:   Home of Jason and Izabella Iannotti 
 3329 Grass Hill Terrace 
Cost:  $10 members/$20 non-members 
Who: Limited to Lake Barcroft residents and a maximum 
  of one guest per household who RSVP.  
 (Sorry, we can’ t accommodate walk-ins!) 
 
Br ing:    An appetizer to share if your last name starts with 
  the letters A through O 
                  A dessert to share if your last name starts with the 
  letters P through Z 
                   
 AND  . . .  This part is optional: 

 
One wrapped gift per household to exchange in the 
white elephant gift exchange valued at 
approximately $15. 

 
Wear :   Something festive or cocktail attire 
 
A profile of our hosts appears on page 2. 
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New this year, the Newcomers’  Club will sponsor a festive 
holiday home decorating contest. Until noon on December 
16, you can nominate your own home or the home of a 
neighbor.  Nominations should include the address, name 
of homeowner, and (if applicable) specify whether the 
entry is for lakeside display, streetside display, or both.  A 
crack panel of judges selected by the Newcomers’  Club 
board will award a Grand Prize and two runner-up prizes. 
Winners will be announced via Lakelink and community 
newsletters. 
 
Nominations should be sent to 
lookatmyfestivehome@gmail.com 
 

http://www.shrinkurl.us/NCSurvey08


 
Meet Your Hosts: 
Jason and Izabella Iannotti 
 

 
 
Jason and Izabella Iannotti are both Newcomers and 
newlyweds by local standards.  They’ve lived in Lake Barcroft 
for two years and have been married for five. Jason hails from 
Pennsylvania, and Izabella from Brazil.  They met while he 
was vacationing in Brazil for Carnivale. Their two sons – 
Bruno (3 ½) and Lucas (10 months) – crawled around the 
kitchen countertops while we peppered them with questions 
the Tuesday night after Thanksgiving.  We’re envious that 
they already had their house decorated for the holidays, with a 
fully decorated Christmas tree in the living room! 
 
 
 

 
Newest Newcomers 
 
Welcome our new neighbors! 
 
John Barkely and Robyn Matlin                       3427 Barger Dr. 
 
Adrian and Valerie Cook          3411  Stoneybrae  Dr.         
 
John Diamond and Mark Nguyen                    3419 Barger Dr. 
 
Nidhi and Atul Rustgi                           6402 Crosswoods Dr. 
 
Ronald Vincoli and Ellen Flannery             6421 Waterway Dr. 
 
Beth Wadle and Jim LeBlanc           3814 Lakeview Terr.  
 
We list new neighbors in The Newcomer after confirming that 
they have actually moved into their house – usually via 
delivery of a Newcomers’  Club gift bag or their response to a 
post card mailing.  If you are new in the neighborhood and 
have not received a gift bag from the Newcomers’  Club, 
please contact Winifred and Paul Mulligan at 
Wmulligan2002@yahoo.com, or 703-642-3914. 
 

 
When did you move to Lake Barcroft? 
 
Two years ago this November. 
 
What’s your  most memorable exper ience in the 
neighborhood? 
 
Our most memorable experiences are community events like 
the Labor Day Games and the Newcomers’  Barge Party. 
Through a neighbor, Izabella also met a member of a local 
Brazilian moms’ group, which has been great. 
 
Why did you move to Lake Barcroft? 
 
We went kayaking on the lake one day – not realizing the lake 
wasn’ t open to the public!  But we decided we liked the lake 
and the neighborhood, so we spent two years looking at 
houses until we found the right one.  
 
What’s the best kept local secret? 
 
The best kept local secret is the lake. Everyone at the lake 
seems to know about it, but no one else does. Another great 
local secret is the social aspect of the neighborhood. 
 
What’s your  favor ite restaurant? 
 
Izabella – Chima, a Brazilian steak house at  Tyson’s Corner.  
Jason: Dogfish, the newly-opened brewpub at Seven Corners. 
 
What’s your  favor ite cocktail? 
 
Jason: Beer.  Izabella: Caipirinha, which is made with sugar 
cane liquor and lime.     
          -- Katherine and Jerry Ellig 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

Mark Your Calendar for the 
Chili Cookoff 
 
When: Saturday, Feb. 9, 4:00-7:00 pm 
 
Where: Home of John and Susan Kampschror 
 6512 Dearborn Dr. 
 
This is another annual Newcomers’  Club event that 
always fills up quickly, so watch your e-mail for 
details and a registration announcement! 

mailto:Wmulligan2002@yahoo.com


 
Newcomers’ Board 
 
Board members serve staggered terms to promote continuity.  
At-large Board membership is also open to club members who 
volunteer to coordinate events or take on other important club 
functions.   
 
President  Miranda Thomas 
(2008)   randa777@yahoo.com 
   703-942-5775 
Vice President  John McManus 
(2007)   jcmcman@yahoo.com 
   703-671-4190 
Treasurer  Warren Russell 
(2008)   russelljw@cox.net 

703-750-0596 
Hospitality  Trish Gomersall 
(2008)   pgomersall@cftc.gov 

703-941-3322 
Membership  Heather Thomas 
(2007)   Heather@cruisingboat.com 
Welcome Bags      Sandy Chiong 
(2007)   sandythebeachbum@yahoo.com 

703-941-4790 
Newsletter Editor               Jerry Ellig 
(2007)   jellig@yahoo.com 

703-941-4790 
At Large   Joe Pisciotta 
   Joe@Americanspiritcc.com 
   703-914-1453 
   Kim Mills 
   Onthelake63@hotmail.com 
   Matt Friedman 
   Friedman.matt@gmail.com 
   Winifred and Paul Mulligan 
   Wmulligan2002@yahoo.com 
   703-642-3914 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Open Board Position:  
Newsletter Editor 
 
After three years at the helm of The Newcomer, the current 
editor (Jerry Ellig) doesn’ t plan to seek re-election for another 
2-year term.  If you’ve wanted to pitch in and help the club, 
but your talents lie more in writing and photography than 
event management, this is your chance!  Or if you’d wanted to 
volunteer for a board position but didn’ t get around to e-
mailing Miranda Thomas yet … this is the only board position 
where we’re still seeking a candidate!  
 
The editor of The Newcomer attends board meetings, writes or 
gets others to supply articles and photographs of events, and 
lays out the newsletter using a simple Word template. (Jerry’s 
willing to continue to do layout if someone else will take over 
management and production of the articles and photos.) 
 
To nominate yourself for newsletter editor, contact Miranda at 
randa777@yahoo.com.  If you’d like to know more about 
what’s involved in producing the newsletter, contact Jerry at 
jellig@yahoo.com. 
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Dues for the fiscal year are $20 per household for Sept 2007 - Sept 2008.    
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  Members receive discounted admission to most Club events. 
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