
The NEWCOMER                 
 Lake Barcroft Newcomers’  Club Newsletter                 September-October 2007 
 
  October 19      Oktoberfest           7:00-9:00 pm 
  November 23-December 16    Festive Home Decorating Contest             (See Page 2) 
  December 8      Holiday Party      6:30 pm 
           
 

Barge Party Comes Off Swimmingly 
 
On a perfectly lovely evening on Sept 22, 18 barges set sail for 
sunset cruises around our lake.  Upon their return, they were 
greeted with the wonderous, lush backyard of Tom and Trippi 
Penland, the delicious smell of fresh grilled fajitas, and the 
festive tunes of Los Amigos Mariachi band winding their way 
around the yard.   
 
This year’s barge party was truly one to remember.  This year, 
instead of describing it to you, we’ ll let some of the many 
comments we received speak for themselves…. 
 

“ Congratulations to the Newcomers, and thanks to Trippi 
and Tom Penland, for a fabulous barge party. It could not 
have been better! All the organizers have worked for months 
on it. What a precision operation! If they were running the 
Iraqi and Afghan wars, they would both have ended in 
success by now.”  
 
“ I second those sentiments, the Barge party was amazing. 
My husband and I just moved into the community this past 
August (my husband grew up on Grass Hill Terrace) and we 
loved the barge party-we had so much fun and met so many 
great people. It reaffirmed our belief that this is such an 
exceptional community and the best place to live in the DC 
area.”  
 
“ I can only say I hope this community realizes what gems 
they have in you ladies. The barge party was really well 
done, it was a pleasure to be a part of it. Please let the other 
members of your committee know how much I appreciate all 
that was done for this event.”  
 
“ Congratulations on a fabulous Barge Party!  I had a 
wonderful time.  The food, wine and music were all really 
great!  I was thoroughly impressed with the yummy 
food…especially the guacamole (yum!).  The band was 
really fun and reminded me of nights in San Diego.  It 
looked like everyone was having a grand time.”  

   
“ Captains - you are terrific!  Many thanks, on behalf of the 
Newcomers’  Club and the community at large, for providing 
your barge this past weekend.  By all accounts, I believe 
year©s party was the best yet!  We have received so many 
compliments and we appreciate your providing an important 
aspect of the party.”  

 
 
                   -- Continued on page 2 
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Above: Marty Mandelberg arrived dressed for the occasion.  Below: 
Mariachis provided entertainment during and after dinner. 
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When:      Friday, October 19, 7:00-9:00 pm.      
Where:      Home of Chris Lyons and Colleen Coyle      
      3504 Rusticway Ln.    . 
Cost:      $5.00 members, $7.00 non-members     
   (Or 2 for the price of 1 if you bring a German dish!)  
RSVP:       oktoberfest07@hotmail.com 
More info:   Trish Gomersall, pgomersall@cftc.gov 
 
Pull on your lederhosen, find a sitter for your wurst brats, and 
polka on over to Chris Lyons’  and Colleen Coyle’s house for 
the Newcomers’  Okoberfest happy hour.  Yes, we know a 
genuine Oktoberfest (like the original in Munich, or the 
second-largest in Cincinnati featuring the World’s Largest 
Chicken Dance) happens in September.  But the Barge Party 
was in September, and we won’ t let some silly consideration 
like the calendar prevent us from quaffing some good 
Deutsche bier and munching big Bavarian pretzels. (A profile 
of your hosts appears on page 2.) 



Oktoberfest Hosts: 
Chris Lyons and Colleen Coyle 
 
 

 
 
Chris grew up near Annapolis and is an associate partner at 
IBM Business Global Services. Colleen grew up in New York 
and is a trial lawyer and partner at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer 
& Feld, LLP.  They have three kids: Conor (10), Brigid (7) 
and Cate (5) all of whom attend Congressional Schools. 
Combining neighborliness with a busy lifestyle, we 
interviewed them via e-mail shortly after the Barge Party.  
 
When did you move to Lake Barcroft? 
 
We bought our house in December 2003, renovated for a few 
months and moved in in March 2004.  Since we have been 
here, we have participated in Newcomer events, organized the 
holiday party and hosted happy hours. 
 
Why did you move to Lake Barcroft? 
 
We used to live down by Lorton, but our three kids go to 
Congressional Schools and Colleen worked in DC.  The 
commute became too much, and since we really like 
Congressional and did not want to put the kids in another 
school,  we decided to move closer to the school.  After being 
invited to a birthday party on Beach 5, we told our real estate 
agent that we did not want to live anywhere else! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What's your  most memorable exper ience in the 
neighborhood? 
 
We live on a cul de sac with fantastic neighbors and recently 
started an "annual Labor Day circle party."  We blocked off 
the circle, brought out tables and grills and had a wonderful 
evening together.  The weather was glorious, the food was 
tasty and the company could not be beat! 
 
What's the best-kept local secret? 
 
If we told you, it would not be a secret.  But, Lake Barcroft 
itself is a well-kept secret.  We lived in Annandale for years 
and did not know it was here! 
 
What's your  favor ite local restaurant? 
 
Haandi in Falls Church. 
 
What's your  favor ite cocktail? 
 
We both like wine, but are open to trying different things.  
Any suggestions? 
 
 

Barge Party (continued from page 1) 
 
“ What an amazing group of volunteers we have in our 
community!  Together we put on a fantastic event....each and 
every one of you made it happen!  Thanks so much for all your 
help with registration, set up, clean up, tiki torches (v. messy) 
shopping for drinks, ice, food, booze, candelaria (yes...that 
was kitty litter in those bags), candles, tent set-up, cooler 
coordination, barge coordination, appetizer platter prep, cake 
baking, opening endless bottles of wine, margarita making, 
sign making, moral support, music, recycle/trash clean up and 
everything else that went into making this a fabulous party.”    
 
“ So many have said (in addition to the LakeLink posts) that 
this was the best Barge Party yet, which just goes to show this 
club©s ability to learn from past events and make adjustments 
for each new event. Also, many enjoyed the mariachi band and 
the upgraded wine selection.”  
 
Mentioning everyone who made this event happen by name 
would take way too much space, so let me offer a blanket 
“ thank you”  to the swarm of busy bees and fleet of captains 
who made this event a success. 
    -- Sam West  

  
 
Left: Todd West “passed the hats” to make sure his passengers were 
appropriately attired. Right: Kim Mills welcomes Bobbi and Jeff Pratte. 
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New this year, the Newcomers’  Club will sponsor a festive 
holiday home decorating contest. Between November 23 
and noon on December 16, you can nominate your own 
home or the home of a neighbor.  Nominations should 
include the address, name of homeowner, and (if 
applicable) specify whether the entry is for lakeside 
display, streetside display, or both.  A crack panel of 
judges selected by the Newcomers’  Club board will award 
a Grand Prize and two runner-up prizes. Winners will be 
announced via Lakelink and community newsletters. 
 
Nominations should be sent to 
lookatmyfestivehome@gmail.com 
 



Newest Newcomers 
 
Welcome our new neighbors! 
 
Daphne and Aras Butas                           3604 Crosswoods  Dr.  
Tamila Ghonghadze                                            3413 Blair Rd. 
Nawal Kamel                                           6106 Beachway Dr.                    
Dan and Nuril Kingsley                              6378 Dockster Terr. 
Royce Kneece                                      6345 Crosswoods Dr.  
Peter and Ulle Lohmus                             3709 Whispering La.          
Robert and Yevette Mitchell                               6365 Lyric La.            
Jennifer and Darren Montgomery             3652 Tallwood Terr.       
Sharlie Schmidli                                          6322 Cavalier Corr.     
Alex and Jennifer Torres                             6213 Lakeview Dr.               
Beverley Worley                                         3425 Mansfield Rd.    
 
We list new neighbors in The Newcomer after confirming that 
they have actually moved into their house – usually via 
delivery of a Newcomers’  Club gift bag or their response to a 
post card mailing.  If you are new in the neighborhood and 
have not received a gift bag from the Newcomers’  Club, 
please contact Winifred and Paul Mulligan at 
Wmulligan2002@yahoo.com, or 703-642-3914. 
 

Newcomers’ Board 
 
Board members serve staggered terms to promote continuity.  
At-large Board membership is also open to club members who 
volunteer to coordinate events or take on other important club 
functions.   
 
President  Miranda Thomas 
(2008)   randa777@yahoo.com 
   703-942-5775 
Vice President  John McManus 
(2007)   jcmcman@yahoo.com 
   703-671-4190 
Treasurer  Warren Russell 
(2008)   russelljw@cox.net 

703-750-0596 
Hospitality  Trish Gomersall 
(2008)   pgomersall@cftc.gov 

703-941-3322 
Membership  Heather Thomas 
(2007)   Heather@cruisingboat.com 
Welcome Bags      Sandy Chiong 
(2007)   sandythebeachbum@yahoo.com 

703-941-4790 
Newsletter Editor               Jerry Ellig 
(2007)   jellig@yahoo.com 

703-941-4790 
At Large   Joe Pisciotta 
   Joe@Americanspiritcc.com 
   703-914-1453 
   Kim Mills 
   Onthelake63@hotmail.com 
   Matt Friedman 
   Friedman.matt@gmail.com 
   Winifred and Paul Mulligan 
   Wmulligan2002@yahoo.com 
   703-642-3914 

 
 
Board members get to do fun things in cool surroundings, like grilling 
and cleaning up at Beach 4 on Sand Day! 
 
 

The Newcomers’ Board Needs You! 
 
What election takes place without provoking a single heated 
argument on Lakelink?  The annual election of board members 
for the Newcomers’  Club!  (We think that’s because nobody 
finds out who the candidates are until everyone’s good and 
convivial at the holiday party.) 
 
Four board positions expire in 2007: vice president, 
membership, welcome bags, and newsletter editor.  Only one 
incumbent (Heather Thomas, membership) is seeking another 
term, and we have a nomination for welcome bags. For the 
other positions, this is an excellent time for new activists to 
step up to the plate!  If you’d like to help out but are shy about 
appearing on the ballot, you can nominate yourself to serve as 
an at-large board member by coordinating an event.  Contact 
club President Miranda Thomas for more information. 
 
What do these Board members do?  
 
Vice President: Helps out wherever needed and fills in for 
president when the president is unavailable 
 
Membership: Maintains membership database, distributes 
newsletter and announcements, and encourages all community 
members to join the Newcomers Club to help integrate new 
neighbors into the community.   
 
Welcome Bags: Confirms when new neighbors have moved 
in and organizes distribution of welcome bags and information 
to new members of the community. 
 
Newsletter  Editor : The Newcomer newsletter exists solely to 
inform members about Newcomers’  Club events and 
activities: what’s coming up, and what they missed.  The 
editor writes or gets others to write articles about club events, 
procures photos, and lays out the newsletter. The current 
editor, Jerry Ellig, is willing to continue to do layout, so the 
principal duties of the new editor would involve planning, 
managing content, writing, and ensuring that everything gets 
done on time 
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Dues for the fiscal year are $20 per household for Sept 2007 - Sept 2008.    
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  Members receive discounted admission to most Club events. 
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�
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