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  September 22 (rain date Sept. 23)    Barge Party      6:00 pm 
  October 19      Oktoberfest           7:00-9:00 pm 
  November 23-December 7    Holiday Home Decorating Contest    Nominate yourself or a neighbor! 
  December 8      Holiday Party           TBA 
           
 

 
 
Randy Barett and the Barrettones set the casual mood with a mix of 
bluegrass and country tunes. (Photo by Kim Mills.) 
 

 
 
John King serves up one of the Newcomers’ Club’s famous beer-boiled 
bratwursts to Angel Fujimoto. (Photo by Corey Thomas.) 
 

 
 
Ladder golf proved a hit with the Meltons and the Mrozinskis. (Photo by 
Corey Thomas.) 
 

Beach Barbecue Rocks 
              (with bluegrass band!) 
 
More than 200 neighbors of all ages braved a sweltering 
August 4 afternoon for Lake Barcroft’s annual beach 
barbecue, organized by the Newcomers’  Club and 
cosponsored by the Lake Barcroft Association.  Back by 
popular demand, Randy Barett and the Barrettones supplied a 
blend of bluegrass and country music.  
 
How big a bash was it?  Partygoers consumed 33 pounds of 
bratwurst, 25 pounds of hamburgers, and 10 pounds of hot 
dogs, along with a plethora of tasty potluck side dishes and 
desserts.  No statistics are available on how many pounds 
everyone sweated off due to the heat! 
 
Kudos to Newcomers’  hospitality director Trish Gomersall for 
organizing this extravaganza, along with a hardy band of 
volunteers: Kent Christian, Mark Gomersall, Jason Ianotti, 
Janet King, John King, Connie Lawn, John McManus, Debbie 
McManus, Gail Meaker, Kim Mills, Paul Mulligan, Greg 
Pederson, Warren Russell, Heather Thomas, and Miranda 
Thomas.  Special thanks also to face painters Megan Shiller 
and Julia Kohanek. 
 

 

Next Event: Barge Party 
 
When:           Saturday, Sept. 22 (rain date Sept. 23) 
Where:           Home of Thomas and Trippi Penland 
           6305 Waterway Dr. 
Cost:           $50/person members 
           $60/person non-members 
RSVP:           Fill out form and mail to Sam West 
  6213 Waterway Dr.  
  Falls Church, VA 22044 
More info:      Sam West, toddnsam@earthlink.net 
 
Pontoon boats depart the dock for a sunset hors d’ouvres 
cruise around the lake beginning at 6:00.  Last boat leaves 
6:30 pm!  Dinner served in the Penlands’  back yard 
starting at 7:30. 
 
This year’s barge party sports a Mexican theme, including 
a live 6-piece mariachi band and dinner catered by Uncle 
Julio’s Rio Grande. A profile our hosts, the Penlands, 
appears on page 2. 
 
Note: Because this is a catered event and space is limited, 
all reservations must be paid in advance.  We cannot admit 
“walk-ins.”  



 
Meet Your Barge Party Hosts: 
        Tom and Trippi Penland 
 

 
 
Tom and Trippi Penland moved to Lake Barcroft from Hawaii 
24 years ago, “and we don’ t want to go anywhere else,”  says 
Tom.  They’ve been extensively involved in the community – 
both formally and informally – ever since they arrived.  Trippi 
is a former Lake Barcroft Association president, and Tom 
served on the study committee whose recommendations led to 
the International Baccalaureate program at Jeb Stuart High 
School.  They also organized a Lake Barcroft luau at Beach 5 
in 1985, which was attended by 800 people and featured a 
giant sheet cake, decorated to look like Lake Barcroft, which 
they had to bring over on their pontoon boat. Their sons, 
David and T.R., piloted their boat to summer swim practice at 
the old Lake Barcroft Recreation Center long before they 
could drive cars. 
 
The evening after Labor Day, Tom and Trippi regaled me with 
more Lake Barcroft history than I can possibly fit on this page.  
So if you want to know who the “Afterburners”  were, you’ ll 
just have to come to the Barge Party and ask them!  
 
Why did you move to Lake Barcroft? 
 
When Trippi’s FDIC office closed in Hawaii, she got the 
opportunity to transfer to Washington; Tom’s transfer by the 
FAA came through six months later.  “Our realtor, Carol 
Parrish-Brown, said this was the kind of place for us, coming 
from Hawaii,”  Trippi said. They looked at five houses on the 
lake, made an offer, and moved three weeks later. 
 
What’s your  most memorable exper ience in the 
neighborhood? 
 
“Having our son, David, married in our back yard.  But also 
the community and camaraderie here.”  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
What’s the best-kept local secret? 
 
“The walk in and around the woods next to Beach 5, created 
by Stuart Finley. Also the fact that for a modest deposit, you  
can reserve Beach 5 for a party. These aren’ t really secrets, but 
a lot of new people may not know about them.”  
 
What’s your  favor ite local restaurant? 
 
“ Idylwood Grill (2190 Pimmit Dr., behind Honeybaked Ham 
off of Route 7 in Falls Church).  They do a great job pairing 
food and wine.  Our other favorite is going to neighborhood 
pot lucks, because everyone’s so creative.”  
 
What’s your  favor ite cocktail? 
 
“Vodka gimlet.”   
     
    -- Jerry Ellig 

 
Newest Newcomers 
 
Beatriz and Joel Benson                                   3509 Duff Dr.                

Viviane Deering                                          6219 Beachway Dr.  

Teresa F. Dunham & Kristin Kurtenbach    6413 Lakeview Dr. 

Donna Fernandez                   6433 Lakeview Dr.      

Kate Hollis               3410 Greentree Dr.         

Evelyn and David Holm                                   3414 Barger Dr.          

Anthony and Elizabeth Lower-Basch         6507 Jay Miller Dr.      

Andrew McLaughlin and Tina C. Fuchs             3422 Blair Rd.               

Angel and Matt Meagh                             6416 Cavalier Corr. 

Michelle and Christopher Melton           6426 Crosswoods Dr.   

Joe and Jolee Mrozinski               3326 Stoneybrae Dr. 

Gail Meaker and Greg Pedersen               6121 Beachway Dr. 

Jose and Maria Rodriguez               3420 Barger Dr.          

Rick Aldrich and Javier Vasquez                6394 Lakeview Dr.      

 
We list new neighbors in The Newcomer after confirming that 
they have actually moved into their house – usually via 
delivery of a Newcomers’  Club gift bag.  If you are new in the 
neighborhood and have not received a gift bag from the 
Newcomers’  Club, please contact Winifred and Paul Mulligan 
at Wmulligan2002@yahoo.com, or 703-642-3914. 
 
 

 
 



     
 
Left: Matt and Suzanne Friedman show off twins Connor and Julia.  
Right: Joanne Dale shares bacon with grandson Jackson McManus. 

 

Rhodeside Grill Brunch 
 
The Newcomers’  Club’s family-friendly summer season was 
in full swing on July 15, when the club hosted a Sunday 
brunch at the Rhodeside Grill in Clarendon, owned by Lake 
Barcroft residents Alice Lima-Whitney and Wilson Whitney.  
About 40 adults and kids showed up to catch up with 
neighbors over pancakes, sausage, and eggs.  Thanks to John 
McManus and Trish Gomersall for organizing this fun event!   
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Receiving This Newsletter 
 

E-mail distribution allows the Newcomers’  Club to provide a 
more timely, higher-quality newsletter at lower cost.  If you 
need to add or update your email address, please notify us at 
Newcomers@lbnewcomers.com.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newcomers’ Board 
 
Board members serve staggered terms to promote continuity.  
At-large Board membership is also open to club members who 
volunteer to coordinate events or take on other important club 
functions.   
 
President  Miranda Thomas 
(2008)   randa777@yahoo.com 
   703-942-5775 
 
Vice President  John McManus 
(2007)   jcmcman@yahoo.com 
   703-671-4190 
 
Treasurer  Warren Russell 
(2008)   russelljw@cox.net 

703-750-0596 
 
Hospitality  Trish Gomersall 
(2008)   pgomersall@cftc.gov 

703-941-3322 
 
Membership  Heather Thomas 
(2007)   Heather@cruisingboat.com 
 
Welcome Bags      Sandy Chiong 
(2007)   sandythebeachbum@yahoo.com 

703-941-4790 
 
Newsletter Editor               Jerry Ellig 
(2007)   jellig@yahoo.com 

703-941-4790 
 
At Large   Joe Pisciotta 
   Joe@Americanspiritcc.com 
   703-914-1453 
 
   Kim Mills 
   Onthelake63@hotmail.com 
 
   Matt Friedman 
   Friedman.matt@gmail.com 
 
   Winifred and Paul Mulligan 
   Wmulligan2002@yahoo.com 
   703-642-3914 

 

Sand Day Competition - Addendum 
 
Our last newsletter reported Sand Day contest winners, but 
we only had first names of the kids who took 2nd and 3rd 
place in the sand castle competition.  Helpful neighbors 
supplied their names so we can give them full credit.  They 
are: 
 
Second Place:     Max Santhuff 
  Alex Santhuff 
  Jillian Barnett 
Third Place: Kieran Herz 
  Vincent Nuzzo 
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Barge Party  
(fill this section out only if you are attending) 
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  Mail form and check to 
 Sam West, 6213 Waterway Drive, Falls Church, VA, 22044 
' � � � , +� �� 
 � � �� � �� � , � �3� 
 �� $�%4%4� � �
**Non-resident guests are limited to 2 per household. 
 


