
The NEWCOMER                             
 Lake Barcroft Newcomers’  Club Newsletter                              July-August 2006 
 
 September 4     Labor Day Games              11:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 September 9     Barge Party       6:00 pm 
 November 4     Cocktail Party            TBA 
 December 9     Holiday Party            TBA 
            

Next event: 
Newcomers’ Barge Party 
 
When:  Saturday, Sept. 9 (rain date Sept. 10) 
  Boat tours begin 6:00 pm 
Where:  Home of Gabe Nassar and Ann Gamber 
  6436 Lakeview 
Cost:  $50/person members 
  $60/person non-members 
 
RSVP With Samira West 
Payment by  6213 Waterway Drive 
Aug. 25  toddnsam@earthlink.net 
 
The annual Newcomers’  Barge Party is a fabulous tradition you 
won©t want to miss!  All Lake Barcroft residents are invited to 
attend this adult-oriented event.   
 
Hosted this year by Gabe Nassar and Ann Gamber of 6436 
Lakeview Drive, the evening begins at 6:00 p.m. with guided 
tours of the lake complete with appetizers and cocktails.  (A 
profile of Ann and Gabe appears on page 2.) 
 
Following the cocktail cruises, a wonderful catered dinner and 
great music will entice you to dance the night away under the 
stars!  This is a great opportunity to meet new neighbors, 
reconnect with old friends and enjoy our lake. 
   
Rain date is Sunday, Sept. 10, same bat-time, same bat-place.   
 
Tickets are $50 per person for LB Newcomers’  Club members 
and $60 for non-members. 
 
RSVP with pre-payment before Aug. 25.  Membership in the 
Newcomers is $20 per household (yep, everyone in your 
home!).  Renew now and save all year on reduced rates  
to most Newcomers’  Club events, including this one!  Register 
early...don©t wait until the last minute; this event fills up 
quickly!  
 
Please send the following information and your check made out 
to LB Newcomers’  Club to: Samira West, 6213 Waterway 
Drive, Falls Church, VA 22044.  Include Name, address, 
phone number* and e-mail*.  *This info will be used if there is 
a weather-related change of plans.   
 
Questions?  Contact Samira West, toddnsam@earthlink.net or 
703-256-8777. 
    -- Samira West 

 

 
 
Photo by Matt Friedman. 
 

 
Remembering Andy Cambern 
 
Lake Barcroft and the Newcomers’  Club lost a treasured friend 
and neighbor on August 19 when Andy Cambern suffered a 
heart attack while bicycling in the neighborhood.  Andy, 46, 
served as the club’s hospitality chair, organized numerous 
events, and regularly contributed to both the Lake Barcroft 
newsletter and to this newsletter (including photos from 
August’s Beach Party that appear on page 2).  The annual tour 
of the dam, initiated in 2005, was his brainchild. 
 
Andy and his chihuahua, Max, were a common sight on the 
lake, tooling around on his pontoon boat bedecked with tiki 
lights and hula skirt curtain.  A realtor, he shared his 
enthusiasm for Lake Barcroft with prospective neighbors/home 
buyers by taking them out for lake cruises.  
 
Lisa Levine, whose family went out with Andy on his boat the 
Friday evening before, noted that he was enthusiastic about 
getting back into cycling after a long layoff due to an accident 
several years ago.  “You never think when you’re shaking 
hands goodnight that that could be goodbye,”  said Ralph Petta. 
 
 
     -- Jerry Ellig 

http://us.f306.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=toddnsam@earthlink.net&YY=20703&y5beta=yes&y5beta=yes&order=down&sort=date&pos=0&view=a&head=b
mailto:toddnsam@earthlink.net


 
 

Barge Party: Meet your hosts,  
Ann Gamber and Gabe Nassar 
 
Ann and Gabe are new to Newcomers but not to the 
neighborhood.  They bought their home on Lakeview 12 years 
ago, then devoted substantial time and energy to renovating it 
and raising three boys – Adam, Benjamin, and Luke.  The 
Barge Party will be the first Club event they’ve attended. 
 
Their house needed a lot of work.  Gabe noted, “There were 
turtles living in the basement, and squirrels got in the attic 
because some boards had rotted.”   When they added the second 
floor, it was suspended over the first floor before the original 
roof was cut away.  “Someone thought we’d just stuck a trailer 
on top of our house,”  Ann said.  “We called it our doublewide.”  
 
Why did you move to Lake Barcroft?  “We were familiar 
with the neighborhood because Ann grew up in Sleepy Hollow 
Woods and attended local schools.  Gabe, who’s a contractor, 
had also done a renovation job in Lake Barcroft.  On New 
Years’  Day 1994, we were out looking at houses and drove 
through Lake Barcroft at the end of the day.  We saw the “ for 
sale”  sign, looked at the house the next day, and made an 
offer.”  
 
Favor ite local restaurant?  “Our old standby is Silverado (on 
Columbia Road).  100 King, a ‘noveau Mediterranean’  
restaurant at 100 King Street in Alexandria, is our recently-
discovered favorite.”         
 
Most memorable exper ience in the neighborhood?  “The 
first 4th of July when we watched the fireworks sitting on our 
dock opposite Beach 3.  And seeing our boys jump off the 
dock.”  
 
Their experience with the local geese was also memorable.  
Ann recalls, “The first couple nights, we heard them and said, 
‘Listen to the geese.  Isn’ t that great.’   But after a few more 
nights, we had a few choice words for the geese.”  
 
Best-kept local secret?  “Lake Barcroft itself, definitely.  And 
the great hiking trails at Mason District Park (on Columbia 
Road) and Wakefield Park (on Braddock Road near the 
Beltway).”  
 
Favor ite cocktail?  Hers – Mojito.  His – sugar free Red Bull.   

 

Labor Day Games: Call for Volunteers 
 
Volunteers are still needed to help setup and judge the Labor 
Day Games, Lake Barcroft’s annual suite of competitive 
challenges for both kids and adults.  Events include a fishing 
contest, foot races, kayak and canoe races, and a “battle of the 
sexes”  tug o’  war.  All events are coed and have age 
classifications, with some parent/kid team events.  To help, 
contact Joe Pisciotta at 703-914-1453, or 
Joe@americanspiritcc.com. 

 

 
 
A jolly crowd turned out at Beach 5 on August 5 for the community 
beach party organized by the Newcomers’ Club.  Above, kids and adults 
alike enjoy the confusion of the balloon toss.  Below, limbo contest 
winners Maya Pabilonia and Bobby Mehal show off their technique.  
(Photos by Andrew Cambern.) 
 

 
 
Membership Renewals Due 
 
Newcomers’  Club memberships run from September 1-August 
31, so it’s time to renew your membership now.  Dues are $20 
per household and entitle you to discounts on many club events 
– including this year’s Barge Party!  Since members receive a 
$10 discount on Barge Party tickets, the membership pays for 
itself if your household buys 2 tickets to the Barge Party.  To 
renew, use the form at the end of this newsletter or the 
electronic form that recently appeared in your e-mail box.   



Newest Newcomers 
 
 
Welcome our newest neighbors! 
 
Kadijah Ahman and Nori Garma                   6384 Lakeview Dr. 
 
William and Robin Colwell                          6316 Waterway Dr. 
 
Gail Hersch                                                    6230 Lakeview Dr. 
 
Randy Kogel                                                   3307 Potterton Dr. 
 
Katie and Mike McNerney                           3411 Mansfield Rd. 
 
Milagro Gil                                                    6205 Lakeview Dr. 
 
Pam and Robert Rieser                                  6321 Lakeview Dr. 
 
Peter and Paige Shannon                            3438 Glen Carlin Dr. 
 
Ryan and Marci Love Thomas                      6423 Lakeview Dr. 
 
Deepak and Lynn Varshneya                        6319 Cavalier Corr. 
 

 
Newcomers’ Board 
 
Board members now serve staggered terms; the year in which 
the current term expires is in parentheses. 
 
President  Lisa Levine 
(2006)   703-642-0904 
   llevineny@hotmail.com 
Vice President  Sam West 
(2007)   703-257-8777 

toddnsam@earthlink.net 
Treasurer  Anne Simon 
(2006)   SimonAW@State.gov 
Secretary  Matt Friedman 
(2007)   friedman.matt@gmail.com 
Membership Database Heather Thomas 
(2007)   Heather@Wydlerbrothers.com 
Welcome Bags      Sandy Chiong 
(2007)   703-941-4790 

sandythebeachbum@yahoo.com 
Newsletter                          Jerry Ellig/Sandy Chiong 
(2007)   703-941-4790 
   jellig@yahoo.com 
 
In addition to these posts, the board can include an unlimited 
number of at-large members who coordinate specific events or 
undertake other projects for the benefit of the membership.  At-
large members thus far for 2006 include Colleen Coyle, Trish 
Gomersall, Joe Pisciotta, and Bill Wasylyk.  Plan a party, and 
your name could be here! 
 
 

 

 
 
Club Events and Activities 2006 
 
The Newcomers’  Club typically hosts a social event each 
month.  If we’re not hosting an event, we’re usually supplying a 
contingent of volunteers to support other Lake Barcroft 
community activities.   
 
Additional volunteers are always welcome; contact the event 
coordinator if you can help out.  If you’d like to coordinate or 
host an event, please contact Lisa Levine, 
llevineny@hotmail.com, or 703-642-0904.   
 
Year  Round Project: Gift Bags 
 
The Newcomer’s Club’s signature project is delivery of gift 
bags, loaded with goodies and information about the 
community, to new neighbors.  Deliver a bag, and be the first to 
meet someone new!  To help, contact Sandy Chiong, 703-941-
4790, or sandythebeachbum@yahoo.com. 
 
November  4: Cocktail Par ty 
 
Eva Kozstarab and Ken Kastner, 6327 Waterway Dr., will host.  
Coordinator: Lisa Levine, llevineny@hotmail.com, or 703-642-
0904.    Watch Lakelink and future newsletters for details!  
 
December  9: Holiday Par ty and Gift Exchange 
 
A traditional holiday party that includes the famous White 
Elephant “gift stealing”  game.  Coordinator: Colleen Coyle, 
703-642-8347, or ccoyle@akingump.com 

July Dinner Out Intros New 
Restaurant 
 
Two dozen guests, including many new faces, braved a 
vicious thunderstorm to enjoy Afghan food with the 
Newcomers’  Club at Bamian on July 11.  The food was 
delicious, and the service was great.  Special thanks to 
Andrew Cambern for organizing the dinner and Trish 
Gomersall for handling the RSVPs. 
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